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Dunkirk Primary School 

Willow CLASS NEWS
Dunkirk Primary School  

Tel: 0115 9153273                                                                                      September 2011
Dear Parents / Carers, 
A warm welcome to the new school year, and to our new families.

[image: image3.wmf]We want to welcome back all the children who are returning to Willow Class and extend a special welcome to any new children who are starting with us this September. 

The autumn term is such an exciting time of year; a time for new beginnings and lots of opportunities for learning. This vibrant colourful season is the main stimulus for everything we do, inside and outside. We will visit the school allotment, cook with the vegetables we have grown and begin our ‘Nature Explorers’ sessions at Beeston Sidings and other places. These sessions encourage the children to feel a sense of belonging to Willow class as well as developing an appreciation for the wider community of Dunkirk. 

Please note that all our reception children have their own waterproofs. They are labelled and will be kept on your child’s peg. Feel free to help your child put them on at the beginning of the day. The waterproofs will get plenty of use this term, as our play and exploration never stops, whatever the weather!
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It would be really helpful to staff if your child could have a bag of spare clothes on their peg. Also putting your child’s name in their clothes – particularly new red jumpers will help avoid some problems with lost clothing – especially as they regularly end up in the home corner or on in someone else’s tray!
	SNACK/LUNCH MONEY

In order to do cooking and baking we need to ask for a small donation to the cost of ingredients.

We collect 50p snack money from each child every week.

Please hand the money in to a member of staff on a Monday.

Any lunchclub or dinner money also needs to be given in on a Monday – in an envelope with your child’s name on. Please put lunchtime care money in a separate envelope to dinner money. This is helpful to our office staff. Thank you.
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Throughout Main school children of all ages will be focusing on traditional tales and here in Willow class our main story focus will be Goldilocks and the three bears. The children will investigate size comparison, cook and bake with oats, sing songs about bears and learn about different bears around the world and hibernation. There will be opportunities for your child to bring their own teddy bear to school and join in fun activities. Please don’t worry if your child doesn’t have a bear, in Willow class we have plenty of soft toys waiting to be loved! 

 ‘Travelling Ted’

We are always looking for stimulating ways to encourage our young children to draw and write. This term we will giving every child the chance to borrow a travelling teddy bear. Your child will take it in turns with other children to bring the bear home to join in with your family life. More information to follow.
Willow Class lending Library 
 We have a selection of books for you to borrow. They are in a trolley near the main door so that children can choose their own book with ease. You do not have to sign the books out but please only take one at a time to ensure there are enough for everyone. Please use a book bag to keep the books in good condition. You can purchase book bags from the main school office. We would strongly encourage that all reception children have a school book bag.
Your child will love to share a book with you for a short time every day and this will develop in them a love of reading as well as an awareness of the skills needed to read. Reception children begin to take home a school reading book a little later in the term. 
Diary Dates

	Monday 10th October school closed
Friday 21st October

Monday 31st October

Consultations for parents of reception children

Monday 14th Nov school closed

Wednesday 21st December 
	INSET DAY (staff training)
School finishes at 3.30 for half term

School reopens after half term

After half term – dates to be confirmed

INSET DAY (staff training)

School finishes for Christmas holiday 


AND FINALLY!

Contact with Parents

* Please update contact details if anything has changed. *

This is vital if we need to get in touch with you for any reason (for example your child is taken ill).

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter.

Willow Class Team

